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The Margaret River Gourmet Escape is a haven 
for gourmands what with the back-to-back 
wine tastings, cooking classes and hobnobbing 
with internationally popular chefs.

Text Mandira Rai  
Photographs courtesy Margaret River Gourmet Escape

p Above: Chef Matt Stone at the Gourmet Beach 
Barbeque Lunch; A popular surfing spot, Smiths 
Beach is one of the most happening venues during 
the festival.

for foodies
Beach paradise

Feast

A little bit of trivia for those not so 
familiar with the land down  
under—Margaret River is the name 

of a river, a town and a region located in 
Western Australia and is so close to the 
Indian Ocean that you could simply stroll 
down to it. One of the most picturesque 
regions in Australia with the Margaret 
River flowing right through its heart, it 
has made its way to the bucket list of 
many travellers indeed. Powdery beaches, 
lush karri forests, mysterious caves, 
world-class surfing, splendid fishing and 
whale watching—all seamlessly blend 
into this region. 

The Gourmet Village will be home to more 
than 130 exhibitors from all over Western 
Australia, showcasing the best in food and 
wine that the region has to offer.

What the region is truly famous for, 
though, is the holy trinity of exquisite 
food, world-class chefs and quality wines. 
Fresh local produce and winning wines 
from over 200 neighboring vineyards have 
gourmands flocking to this Mecca for all 
things food and wine. The town is teeming 
with restaurants, cafes, bars and boutiques, 
all vying for your palate. 

Taking this trend to the next level and 
placing the region on every foodie’s must-
visit map is the Margaret River Gourmet 
Escape, a three-day culinary extravaganza 
showcasing the best that Western Australia 
and the Margaret River region have to 
offer food and wine aficionados. Running 
into its second year, the event is all set to 
wow from November 22-24. 

Expect a line-up of international celebrity 
chefs, food critics and culinary stars, 
nothing short of stellar. Leading the 
bandwagon this year is none other than 
British chef Heston Blumenthal, the owner 
of three-Michelin-starred restaurant The 
Fat Duck. 

One of the world’s most recognisable 
chefs with an equally famous passion for 
seafood, Rick Stein will be an integral part 
of the event, hosting his very own private 
masterclasses using the freshest seafood 
straight from the Indian Ocean.
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South America’s best-known chef; one 
of Time magazine’s 100 most influential 
people on the planet; Brazil’s number one 
chef—many descriptions befit Alex Atala. 
Those looking to rub shoulders with him 
should make their way to the Margaret 
River Gourmet Escape this November.

Adding more glitz to the line-up is Sat Bains 
from the two-Michelin-starred restaurant Sat 
Bains with Rooms in England. Leading the 
local brigade is iconic Australian chef Neil 
Perry along with Adriano Zumbo, Tetsuya 
Wakuda, George Calombaris and Matt Stone, 
adding up to over 25 international and 
Australian food and wine personalities.

The eye of the storm will be the Gourmet 
Village at the iconic Leeuwin Estate Winery. 
This is where the cooking demonstrations, 
wine and food tastings, sampling of local 
produce, panel discussions, cooking classes 
for children and a whole lot more will take 
place. The festival title partner Siemens will 
be hosting a Siemens Chef’s Theatre where 
visitors can witness cooking demonstrations 
by leading chefs including an intimate 
seafood masterclass with Rick Stein.

p Clockwise from above: A part of the Sunday Village festivities involves sampling the freshest of plants and 
seafood as well as dining in the forest; Master patissier Adriano Zumbo will be conducting a session titled Dessert 
Degustation at the Margaret River Gourmet Escape; A scrumptious spread of fresh seafood awaits guests at this 
food festival; The beach barbeque lineup will feature a dinner with chef George Calombaris on November 22. 

The Gourmet Village will also be home 
to more than 130 exhibitors from all 
over Western Australia, showcasing the 
best in food and wine that the region 
has to offer. Olives, fudge, quality 
meats, coffee, gelato, nuts, ice cream, 
truffles, free-range eggs, nougat, 
cheese, seafood, sparkling cider and 
even custom-made knives will all be on 
exhibit, making it hard for visitors to walk 
away empty handed. 
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Foodies can revel in a weekend of culinary 
highlights that include one-of-a-kind 
events such as dinners set in forests and 
barbeques on beaches. Additionally, 
you can indulge in the sampling of 
newly released wines and sip on award-
winning wines with the setting sun in the 
background at private wineries. 

The gourmet weekend kickstarts with a 
sundowner soiree at the stunning Fraser 
Gallop Estate. Savour canapés by Hadleigh 
Troy and the gorgeous setting shall be 
courtesy of the estate. Even better will be 
the company of Heston Blumenthal.  

The next event is not going to be your 
regular in-my-backyard-barbeque, for 
this one is on the pristine Smiths Beach 
with the winning combination of gorgeous 
sunsets, white sands and the constant hum 
of the ocean for background music, along 
with some of the finest produce of the 
region to tickle your taste buds.

t Left: Participants engrossed in wine-tasting 
sessions at the village. 
Above: The village boasts the freshest produce of food 
and wine from the neighbouring regions. 

Enjoy the finer things in life at the ‘Masters, Michelin 
& Magnums’ dinner where Michelin-star chef Alain 
Fabrègues will create a classic French menu.
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Another unique gourmet offering will be 
the ‘Cullen Wines Song Dinner’ held at the 
Cullen Wines Estate. You can expect to 
spend an entire evening listening to poetry, 
stories and even songs centred on wines. 
These would be further complemented  
by an exquisite dinner by chef Dave 
Hull, using ingredients from the winery’s 
biodynamic garden.

Enjoy the finer things in life at the 
‘Masters, Michelin & Magnums’ dinner 
where Michelin-star chef and recipient of 
the very prestigious ‘Meiller Ouvrier De 
France’ honour, Alain Fabrègues will create 
a classic French menu. You can also enjoy 
iconic new-release wines this evening along 
with Singapore’s only master of wine, Lisa 
Perrotti-Brown.

Finally, get ready to be mesmerised by 
the incredible number of edible plant 
and animal species found in Western 
Australia. Later, make sure to head to The 
Forager—a dinner set in the forest where a 
unique menu will feature native and locally 
sourced ingredients. Helmed by chef Josh 

p Clockwise from above: The Fraser Gallop Estate in Margaret River will host the French-inspired long lunch with a menu prepared by chef Guillaume Brahimi; The Icon Dinner 
is one of the many highlights of this food soiree; Plenty of food stalls abound the village area overlooking the Siemens Chef’s Theatre. 
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Whiteland who gathers food in harmony 
with nature and chef Jock Zonfrillo, you 
can soak in their stories and skills when 
it comes to native foods. 

Josh and Jock will be joined by 
international and local masters such as 
Alex Atala, Sat Bains, Al Brown and many 
others in a discussion on ingredients 
from all over. 

So as the stunning Margaret River gets 
ready to open its doors to this three-
day spectacle, discerning individuals in 
their quest for culinary sensations will 
certainly know not to miss out this grand 
food and wine event.  

Fact file
Getting there  
Jet Airways offers daily flights to 
Singapore from Chennai, Delhi and 
Mumbai. From here, you can take a 
flight to Perth using our codeshare 
partner Qantas Airways. 

Accommodation 
In order to attend the Margaret River 
Gourmet Escape, it is best to opt 
for accommodation options closer 
to the venue. Plenty of resorts and 
hotels are available along with private 
housing accommodation, with contact 
details for most listed on the official 
website www.gourmetescape.com.au

Additionally, an entire directory of 
hotels in Margaret River can be found 
on www.westernaustralia.com 

t Left: The kids’ cooking classes attract a lot of 
participation every year.
Above: Chefs gathered at Smiths Beach for the beach 
barbeque sessions in the 2012 edition of the festival. 


